Using an encounter form to develop a clinical database for documenting nurse practitioner primary care.
A clinical database will enable nurse practitioners to document and improve characteristics of their practices. This information is vital if nurse practitioners expect to achieve success in the changing U.S. health care system. This article describes the process of creating an encounter form and a related clinical database. Changes made in a family practice clinic that were derived from using a clinical database are presented. Additional uses for a clinical database, such as quality assurance, clinical evaluation, and clinical research, are discussed.